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surface, till at last all trace of structure is lost in the
irregular, shapeless masses of cloud which cover the
whole sky. Still later, the cloud gets even lower and
blacker, till rain ultimately begins to fall. Then the
cloud would be called nimbus, because it forms a layer
and precipitates rain. Sometimes, when the sky breaks
ior a moment, we get a glimpse at the composition of
this cloud; we then see that it differs much from pu-re
rocky cumulus, by reason of its flatness and comparative
thinness. We must, in fact, look at strato-curnulus as a
development of cirro-stratus, and not as an ally or hybrid
of cumulus, though we have to use the v\ord "cumulus"
in composition.

The point which we cannot altogether explain is, why
in front of the cyclone's trough the clouds should have
such a marked tendency to form stratus, while in rear
the rising currents take the form of well-defined columns,
and produce rocky cumulus. This points to some
difference of symmetry between these two portions of a
cyclone, and the only suggestion which we can make is,
that perhaps it may be partly due to the upper currents
in front of the trough being much more opposed to those
on the surface than those in rear of the centre, which are
nearly parallel to the lower winds; and partly to the
forward motion of the cyclone, as a whole, meeting the
incurving winds in front, and running away from them in
rear of the disturbance.

Another form of strato-cumulus is very common in
the tropics. The component masses of cloud are more
isolated than in Great Britain, and so thin that when
seen in perspective each only looks like a dark thin bai1,